Ethical guidelines
In the Journal of Health and Development (JHD) Ethical Issues is an obligatory section in all
types of articles. If there is no ethical issue to be considered, please declare it as “not applicable”
or “None to be declared”. Every experimental or clinical study may raise controversial ethical
issues (e.g., Institutional Ethical Approval for working with animal or human subjects). Thus,
JHD expects all authors, reviewers and editors to consider COPE (Committee on Publication
Ethics), ICMJE and Equator Network’s reporting guidelines in medical ethics plus scientific
writing. If any, authors should state related declaration(s), unless otherwise the following
sentence should be given “None to be declared”. Ethical considerations must be addressed in the
main body. 1) Please state that informed consent was obtained from all human adult participants
and from the parents or legal guardians of minors. Include the name of the appropriate
institutional review board that approved the project. 2) Indicate in the text that the maintenance
and care of experimental animals complies with National Institutes of Health guidelines for the
humane use of laboratory animals, or those of your Institute or agency.
Please take a look at the following guidelines provided by COPE for editors and reviewers that
may be helpful for authors, too:





Flowcharts shows how we behave with unethical papers
Redundant (duplicate) publication in submitted manuscript and published article
Suspected plagiarism in submitted manuscript and published article
Suspected fabricated data in submitted manuscript and published article and See more

Allegations of publication misconduct, both before and after publication will be carefully
inspected and we reserve the right to contact authors' institutions, funders, or regulatory bodies if
necessary. If conclusive evidence of misconduct is noticed, proper steps will be taken to correct
the scientific record, which may include supplying a correction or retraction.
Authors are assumed that they are aware of publication ethics, specifically with regard to
authorship, dual submission, plagiarism, figure manipulation, competing interests and
compliance with standards of research ethics. In cases of suspected misconduct, COPE standards
and practices will be followed and advice from the COPE forum will be ascertained.

Retrospective ethics approval
If a study has not been granted ethics committee approval prior to commencing, retrospective
ethics approval usually cannot be obtained and it may not be possible to consider the submission
for peer review. The decision on whether to proceed to peer review in such cases is at the
discretion of the journal editor.

Patient consent and confidentiality
Any item submitted to the Journal of Health and Development that contains personal medical
information about an identifiable living individual requires patient’s explicit consent before it
can be published. Consequently; all studied patients are required to sign an informed consent
form after reading the studies’ information sheet.
If consent cannot be obtained because the patient cannot be traced in a study, then publication
will be possible only if the information can be sufficiently anonymized. Anonymization means
that neither the person nor anyone else could identify the individual with certainty.
If the patient is dead, the authors should seek permission from a relative (as a matter of courtesy
and medical ethics). If the relatives are not contactable, the journal will balance the
worthwhileness of the case, the likelihood of identification, and the likelihood of offence in
decision to publish a submitted paper.
Images—such as x-rays, laparoscopic images, ultrasound images, pathology slides, or images of
undistinctive parts of the body—may be used without consent as long as they are anonymized by
the removal of any identifying marks and are not accompanied by text that could reveal the
patients’ identity.

Trial registration
Based on the ICMJE recommendations a clinical trial is defined as “any research project that
prospectively assigns people or a group of people to an intervention, with or without concurrent
comparison or control groups, to study the cause-and-effect, relationship between a healthrelated intervention and a health outcome.”
As a condition of consideration for publication, trial articles published by The Journal of Health
and Development require registration of all trials in a public registry of trials approved by the
ICMJE (any registry that is a primary register of the WHO International Clinical Trials Registry
Platform www.who.int/ictrp/network/primary/en/index.html).
The trial registration number and the date of registration should be included in the last line of the
submitted abstract.

