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Abstract

Background: Dental caries is the most infective microbial dental disease. Basic Screening
Survey is an epidemiologic index for determination of caries prevalence. The aim of this
study was assessment of Caries Free prevalence in 6, 12 & 15- year old school children in
Kerman during 5 years.

Methods: In this cross-sectional, descriptive —analytic study, 15369 school children aged 6,
12 &15 years old were selected by multistage sampling method. Data collection was done
through clinical examination and a questionnaire. Clinical examination was performed with
use of the ball-point explorer and dentistry mirror. The questionnaire included the age, sex,
parent's educational level, tooth brushing and dental visit frequency. Data were analyzed by t
and y? tests.

Results: Mean Caries Free prevalence in female and male subjects were respectively 17.8%
and 15.6% (in 6 year old group), 24.5% and 24.1% (in 12 year old group) and 21.5% and
25.3% (in 15 year old group). There was a statistically significant relationship between caries
free prevalence and age so that, in 6 year-old student's caries free was more prevalent than
other age groups.

Conclusion: The Caries Free index in 6, 12 & 15- year old school children of Kerman was
lower than WHO standards.
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